Gastrointestinal Motility in Health and Disease H L Duthie (ed) pp 684 £15.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1978 This attractively produced and well-illustrated volume is a record of the proceedings of the 6th International Symposium on Gastrointestinal Motility held in Edinburgh in September 1977. The meetings of those interested in gut motility take place every second year and have progressed from modest beginnings to large size and international status. The subject matter is dealt with under 14 headings which comprehensively cover the present advances in various areas of motility, such as techniques, neurogenic and humoral control, effects of diet and electrical activity of the gut. Each section consists of abstracts of papers presented at the meeting, with a useful summary of the discussions. The contents reflect the present preoccupation with electrical activity of the alimentary tract and the modulating effects of polypeptide hormones and neurotransmitters. Anyone working on alimentary smooth muscle or interested in the effects of biogenic substances upon it will find the book valuable, stimulating and a rich source of ideas for future research. It has, however, little to offer the clinician. J J MISIEWICZ Consultant Physician Central Middlesex Hospital Viral Hepatitis. S Krugman & D J Gocke pp 147 £12.25 Eastbourne: Saunders 1978 Knowledge of various types of viral hepatitis is progressing very fast. When one reviews yet another monograph on the subject, one looks firstly to the stature of the authors and secondly to the date of publication. Dr Saul Krugman is perhaps the most outstanding authority on viral hepatitis in the world today. His pioneer studies at the Willowbrook State School paved the way for the distinction between the two main varieties of viral hepatitis and laid the foundations for research in vaccine prophylaxis. His co-author, Dr David Gocke, was among the first to realize the significance of immune complexes in the extra-hepatic manifestations.
The present volume is one of a series concerned with major problems in internal medicine and was published in 1978. The bibliography stops to all intents and purposes in 1976 with a smattering of references in 1977. We are now in 1979. The field of non-A, non-B virus hepatitis is touched on only briefly and clinical details of the infection are not included. Immunostimulation and antiviral therapy in chronic hepatitis is not included. The book, however, does provide an excellent and succinct general account of type A and type B hepatitis, of interest to medical students, physicians and surgeons and perhaps especially to epidemiologists, clinical pathologists and blood bank workers. The monograph is well-written and well-prepared. The production is excellent and this accounts for the price, which is excessive by UK standards. It should be available for reference in every medical library.
SHEILA SHERLOCK

Professor of Medicine
Royal Free Hospital Men and animals are being exposed to an ever increasing number of chemicals because of changing manufacturing practices and innovations by the agrochemical and pharmaceutical industries. There is growing public and scientific concern regarding their safety. This short book is timely because it provides an up-to-date account of the art of carcinogenicity tests and outlines some of the problems facing the United Kingdom's regulatory authorities in the fields of medicines, food and environmental chemicals. It is based on a symposium held in London in December 1977 and it reviews, in a refreshingly critical way, the principles of conventional studies in animals and of the newer short-term biochemical techniques and mutagenicity tests. The editors .provide a commentary at the end of~ost chapters and these highlight the empirical nature of much of the present approach to carcinogenicity testing and clearly indicate that we have much to learn about this subject.
This book should be read by all concerned with the research, design, execution and assessment of carcinogenicity tests. This book successfully bridges the gap between preclinical studies and clinical medicine. Chapters devoted to each system start with physiological principles. This is particularly well-achieved in the cardiovascular, respiratory and alimentary systems but is more sketchy on the genitourinary system. A knowledge of renal physiology is essential for the understanding of renal disease. The physiology and even the biochemistry of the nervous system is covered extensively, though there could have been more correlation between anatomy and neurological examination. These are minor criticisms and this book succeeds in its aims to show the student how to examine the patient, using the knowledge that he has already acquired before coming onto the wards.
PBS FOWLER
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